
FILE TYPES & THEIR 
USES FOR PRINT
Understanding file formats is key to achieving your desired print results. Whether for print or 
digital projects, it’s crucial to understand the various file formats and their suitability for different 
purposes. The information below will help you ensure optimal results.

Indesign

Adobe InDesign (indd) is used for page layout 
and design for:

Print Media: Magazines, newspapers, 
brochures, flyers, posters, books, and more.

Digital Media: Ebooks, digital magazines, 
interactive PDFs, and online advertisements.

Key Features:

Page Layout: Precise control over page 
layout, including margins, columns, and 
guides.

Color Management: Accurate color 
management to ensure consistent color 
across different devices and print outputs.

PDF Export: Create high-quality PDF files for 
print or digital distribution. Integration with 
other Adobe Apps: Seamlessly integrate with 
Photoshop and Illustrator apps.

Illustrator

Adobe Illustrator (ai) is a vector graphics 
editor used to create:

Logo Design: Create timeless and scalable 
logos.

Illustration: Bring your ideas to life with 
intricate illustrations.

Typography: Design beautiful typography and 
lettering.

It’s what we do.  
All Under one roof.

Print, Direct Mail, Graphic Design

marketingtechonline.com

2495 Main Street, Suite 220 
Buffalo, NY 14214

Office: 716 332 4369
Toll-Free: 800 591 5685

info@marketingtechonline.com

Key Features:

Vector Graphics: EPS (Encapsulated PostScript) 
Work with precise shapes and lines that can be 
scaled infinitely without losing quality.

Drawing Tools: Use a variety of tools to draw, 
shape, and edit vector objects.

Color & Effects: Apply a wide range of colors, 
gradients, and effects to your designs.

Typography: Create professional typography with 
advanced font controls and kerning.

Photoshop

Adobe Photoshop (psd) is a powerful image editing 
software that has become the industry standard for 
professionals. It offers a wide range of tools and 
features for manipulating images.

Key Features:

Photo Editing: Retouching, Removing blemishes, 
smoothing skin, and enhancing features.

Color Correction: Adjusting color balance, contrast, 
and saturation.

Noise Reduction: Reducing graininess in images.

Sharpening: Enhancing image details.

Digital Painting & Illustration: Creating digital art 
and illustrations.  
Digital painting techniques, such as oil painting, 
watercolor, and airbrush.

Photo Manipulation & Compositing: Combining 
multiple images to create



PDF

Adobe Acrobat (pdf) is a software suite used for 
creating, viewing, editing, printing, and managing 
Portable Document Format (PDF) files.

Key Features:

PDF Creation: Easily create PDFs from various file 
formats, including Microsoft Office documents.

PDF Editing: Edit text, images, and page layout 
within PDF documents.

PDF Viewing & Printing: View and print PDFs with 
high fidelity.

PDF Sharing & Collaboration: Share PDFs with 
others and collaborate on documents using 
comments and annotations.

PDF Security: Protect PDFs with passwords and 
encryption to safeguard sensitive information.

PDF Form Creation & Filling: Create interactive 
forms and fill out existing PDF forms.

PDF Conversion: Convert PDFs to other formats, 
such as Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.

Optical Character Recognition (OCR):  
Convert scanned documents into editable text.

SVG (Scalable Vector Graphics)  

Key Features: Logos, illustrations, and web 
graphics.
Advantages: Can be resized without losing quality 
and supports transparency.

Raster Graphics (Bitmaps) 

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group): For 
photos and images with many colors. Key 
Features: High compression ratio, suitable 
for printing (300 dpi) and web use (72 dpi). 
Disadvantages: Lossy compression can reduce 
image quality, especially with repeated editing.

TIFF (Tagged Image File Format)  

Best for high-quality print images. Key Features: 
Preserves image quality without data loss and 
can handle large color spaces in a layout.
Disadvantages: Large file size.

PNG (Portable Network Graphics)

Best for images with transparent backgrounds 
or sharp edges. Key Features: Preserves 
image quality and supports transparency. 
Disadvantages: Can be larger file size than JPEG.

Remember:

Provide High-Resolution Images: Ensure images 
have a high resolution (300 dpi)
for print projects.

Use Correct Color Mode: For print, use CMYK 
color mode. For web, use RGB.

Organize Your Files: Create a well-organized 
folder with all necessary files.
By understanding these file types and their 
applications, you can effectively
achieve your desired design and printing 
outcome.
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